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atively unknown actors, who were younger, and closer
characters. Olivia Hussey was 15, and Leonard
he making of the film. Neither actor had received
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more established, acclaimed actors. Both Claire Danes and

) DiCaprio had appeared in 5 films and a television series each before
eo liet. Danes and DiCaprio were older than their characters —she was
5 and he was 21 during the filming of this version. Danes had received an
Emmy and a Golden Globe. DiCaprio had been nominated for two Golden
Globes.







poetic license and sets his modern retelling in Verona
modern beach town that is reminiscent of a beach

ity in Southern California. He uses rundown structures and
itemporary ruins to create a more gritty feel.




costuming
1sier for the audience to differentiate
. Both families are in traditional

i m colors, mostly reds and golds.
ostly blues, purples, dark green, black.
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amilies. The Montagues dress more like “punks” with
and drive brightly colored sports vehicles, while the
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Jirecting

ide shots to emphasize the character’s

1tio dies, the skies
1 Romeo’s anger
d with the coming



Acting

nore mature, worldly, clever Juliet.
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are a
guard in the

d, she hides
hind her.

parents insist
arry Paris, she
1is thrown by
Juliet cries after,
ront of her
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Symbolism
as a symbol of purity in his film.

- ° When we first see Juliet, she is
SR underwater.

* When Romeo and Juliet first meet,
it is through a large fish tank.

Instead of the traditional balcony
cene, Romeo and Juliet discuss
nissing their names and being
ew baptized” in the pool outside
Juliet’s window.

/

* When Romeo is without Juliet, he
is living in a dry, parched land —
the absence of water.

« When Tybalt is killed, he falls into
a fountain, and his blood flows
into the water.
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lusic

tale include a featured soloist during the
uliet. Both films use music to create a

ins ics that focus Des’ree’s song is more intimate. The
, beauty and how youth is lyrics, “I'm kissing you” mirror the
characters’ desire for each other.
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‘iIson of ending

1 to stick close with Shakespeare's script. The setting
d macabre. In this version, Romeo finds Juliet dead
awrence comes in, Juliet awakes, but refuses to
he then commits suicide with Romeo’s

o ]uhet s scheme to fool her family. This
orised by the couples bad timing.

liberties with the script and timing of the deaths of Romeo and
ersion Juliet witnesses Romeo’s death, and Romeo is aware
ve. It is a cruel irony for Romeo to be aware that he has died in
of this treatment is more emotional for the audience.
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y opinion

omeo and Juliet. But I liked the 1968 version

. I felt that he kept the script true to how

. I also had a hard time with the

by Baz Luhrmann and the use of guns
of Romeo and Juliet I feel it should
by Zeffirelli using actors that

ersion using known actors I was expecting a great

but was a little disappointed. What I did like about the 1996
s the more dramatic and emotional ending especially when the
Romeo s performance more emotional to heighten the
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