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Abstract
● Student engagement outside the classroom is one of the most 

important factors for student retention

● On a non-residential campus this can be challenging

● We have found ways to engage these typically non-traditional 
students:

○ Student clubs
○ Social media
○ Outreach programs
○ Internships
○ Funded research programs



What is a non-traditional student?
● A traditional student

○ College right after high school
○ Supported by parents financially
○ Single, no children

● Non-traditional students include: 
○ Working adults
○ Parents
○ Students returning to college
○ Veterans
○ International students
○ Home schooled students
○ Retirees



Student Clubs



VISC Student Club

● Visual Communications (VISC) students
● Started in Spring 2014
● Named Creative Arts & Technology Students (CATS)
● Weekly meetings on campus (avg of 10 students/meeting)
● Finding Ivy comic
● Advertising Federation of FW’s “The Pitch”
● Trunk or Treat
● Bus trips (Art Institute)



Student Club



Student Club



Student Club



Student Club



Social Media



Facebook



Facebook Group
What is a Facebook Group?
● A way to privately communicate with a specific group of 

people (club, students, alumni, faculty, advisory committee)
○ Opt-in by user
○ Facebook membership/account is required

● A way to engage students outside of the classroom

● A form of a learning community
○ Students collaborate, share, and help each other
○ Students hold each other accountable



Facebook Group
What it is not: 
● A program marketing page to recruit new students

(“Pages are against the College social media policy and prohibited 
due to the fact it’s representing an entity.” - Dir. of Marketing)

● A replacement of email to communicate important official Ivy Tech 
information

● A place to share/see personal information (you do not have to be 
FB “friends” with the group members)



Group Privacy
There are 3 
privacy options 
for groups:

● Public
● Closed
● Secret

Closed works 
best for us



Post jobs/internships



Schedule appointments



Post registration updates



Post program updates



Post links, share files



Share photos



Take a poll



Quick answers



Critique works in progress



Peer Q & A



Peer Q & A



Peer Q & A



Sell books, supplies



Offer summer challenges



How to create your own

1. From your home page, go to the Groups section on the left side 
menu and click Create Group.

2. Click +Create New Group at the top of the page. A window will 
appear, where you’ll be able to add a group name, add members 
and select the privacy settings for your group.

3. Click Create when you’re done.

Once the group is created, click the gear at the top right of the group 
and select Edit Group Settings. From here you can add a group 
description, tags, set up a group email address and add a group 
picture.



Instagram



Outreach Programs



Approach

● Partner with community members to provide students 
“hands on” experiences during class time
○ Send “Thank You” cards/pictures

● Some classes out of the classroom 50%
● Offer 1 course out of the classroom 100%
● Offer students opportunities to participate in Community 

Events/Volunteer Opportunities



Outreach



Outreach



Outreach



Community Outreach/Volunteering

● Local Fairs, Fall Festivals
● Shows- Farm Show, Home & Garden Show
● Local Community Events- Parkview Field



Fundraising



Internships



Internships
● Required for the Associate of Applied Science in Agriculture
● 240 hours minimum = 3 credit hours 
● Students pick site, Advisor approval required, must be AG related
● Offered Spring, Summer, Fall Term to accommodate schedules
● Goal: To have positive experience that leads to full time job offer!



Funded Research 
Programs



NSF ATE Grants
Engineering programs student population is composed of 
non-traditional students

● Engineering students work during the day
● Go to school at night

Student participation on grants
very diverse

● Homeschooled students
● International students

ITCC Team 2016 CVTC - Spring Break



NSF ATE Grants
Students funded to go on trips to learn new things and get inspired

For some it may be a once in a lifetime experience. 

Nelva and Yolain 2016 NSF ATE PI Conference Veronika and Sue 2016 CVTC - Spring Break



NSF ATE Grants
For some it may lead to a career or degree in engineering or 
technology

Matt, Olivia and Andy 2015 UNM Cleanroom Olivia and Matt 2015 NSF ATE PI Conference



NSF ATE Grants

Our students are proud to be 
recognized at the NSF ATE 
PI Conference

All students have already 
graduated or will graduate 
this year.

Photos from 2015 and 2016 NSF ATE PI Conference



NSF ATE Grants
To learn more about how to get a grant 
https://www.nsf.gov/ate

To see our grant website 
http://www.ivytech-mems.org/activities.html 

To understand how others view us 
http://scme-nm.org/

https://www.nsf.gov/ate
https://www.nsf.gov/ate
http://www.ivytech-mems.org/activities.html
http://www.ivytech-mems.org/activities.html
http://scme-nm.org/
http://scme-nm.org/


Conclusion



Summary
Student Engagement for us

● Student clubs
● Social media
● Outreach programs
● Internships
● Funded research programs

These are some of the ways we have been able to retain our students

What are some of the ways that you engage your students?
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