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COURSE SYLLABUS 

Attention: This is a tentative syllabus and is subjected to changes for the benefit of 

students 
COURSE TITLE: SOLAR SYSTEM ASTRONOMY  

NUMBER/SECTION: ASTR_101 01C 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Instructor:  

First Name:  James 

Last Name:  Cutright 

Phone Number:   
Email (Ivy Tech Email): jcutright@ivytech.edu  

Blackboard IM:                    jcutright 

Office/Campus Location: Fort Wayne campus 

 

Course Supervisor:  

First Name:  Provi 

Last Name:  Mayo 

Phone Number:   

Email (Ivy Tech Email): pmayo1@ivytech.edu  

Office/Campus Location:     Fort Wayne campus   

    

Distance Education Contact:  

 Distance Learning Contact:  

First Name:  Jason 

Last Name:  Anderson 

Phone Number:     

Email (Ivy Tech Email): janderson297@ivytech.edu 

Office/Campus Location: Fort Wayne Campus 

 

 

PREREQUISITES: Demonstrated competency through appropriate assessment or earning a grade of “C” 

or better in ENG 025, Introduction to College Writing II and ENG 032, Reading Strategies for College II 

and MAT 044, Mathematics. 

SCHOOL: Liberal Arts and Sciences 

PROGRAM: Liberal Arts 

CREDIT HOURS: 3 

CONTACT HOURS: Lecture: 2 Lab: 2 

DATE OF LAST REVISION: Spring, 2009 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS REVISION: Fall, 2010 

 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION  Survey of the history of astronomy, astronomical cycles and phenomena, 

astronomical instruments, formation and evolution of the planets and their satellites, planetary 

comparative study, asteroids, comets, meteors, the Sun, origin of the solar system and its place in the 

galaxy and the universe.  
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MAJOR COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES Upon successful completion of this course the student 

will be expected to: 

1. Understand the general scale and distance units of the cosmos. 

2. Describe the annual cycle of the sun, seasons, and cycles of the moon. 

3. Provide examples of the historical development of modern astronomy from antiquity to 

     the present. 

4. Understand the functions and uses of astronomical instruments, including optical and 

    radio telescopes and orbiting instruments. 

5. Understand how information is obtained from spectra. 

6. Describe the origin of the Solar system and the Earth. 

7. Compare and contrast the properties of the Terrestrial planets. 

8. Compare and contrast the properties of the Jovian planets. 

9. Understand the origin of meteorites, asteroids and comets. 

10. Describe the properties and composition of the Sun as a star. 

11. Understand the place of the Solar system in relation to our galaxy and the extragalactic universe. 

12. Understand the overview of cosmology and life in the universe. 

 

COURSE CONTENT  Topical areas of study include -- 

Astronomical units     Terrestrial planets 

Astronomical cycles     Jovian planets 

Historical discoveries     Meteorites, asteroids and comets 

Astronomical instrumentation   Extrasolar planets 

Spectral analysis     Solar and stellar properties 

Solar system origin     Cosmology and life 

 

  

ACADEMIC HONESTY STATEMENT 
The College is committed to academic integrity in all its practices.  The faculty value intellectual integrity 

and a high standard of academic conduct.  Activities that violate academic integrity undermine the quality 

and diminish the value of educational achievement. 

 

Cheating on papers, tests or other academic works is a violation of College rules.  No student shall engage 

in behavior that, in the judgment of the instructor of the class, may be construed as cheating.  This may 

include, but is not limited to, plagiarism or other forms of academic dishonesty such as the acquisition 

without permission of tests or other academic materials and/or distribution of these materials and other 

academic work.  This includes students who aid and abet as well as those who attempt such behavior. 

  

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 

Students shall adhere to the laws governing the use of copyrighted materials. They must insure that their 

activities comply with fair use and in no way infringe on the copyright or other proprietary rights of others 

and that the materials used and developed at Ivy Tech Community College contain nothing unlawful, 

unethical, or libelous and do not constitute any violation of any right of privacy. 

 

ADA STATEMENT: 

Ivy Tech Community College seeks to provide reasonable accommodations for qualified individuals with 

documented disabilities.  If you need an accommodation because of a documented disability, please 

contact the Office of Disability Support Services. 
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Personal Misconduct on College Property  
The college may sanction a student for the following acts of personal misconduct that occur on college 

property including, but not limited to, academic and administration buildings, recreational facilities, and 

other college-serviced properties: 

 

Possession of Firearms: Possession of any weapon or potential weapon on any college property contrary 

to law or college policy; possession or display of any firearm on college property, except in the course of 

an authorized activity.  

 

Sale/Distribution of Firearms/Controlled Substances: Sale of any firearms from college property or 

using college facilities, including computer accounts and telephones; intentional possession of a 

dangerous article or substance as a potential weapon.  

 

 Violence: The use against any person of any mental, physical, written, or verbal abuse that threatens, is 

perceived as threatening or endangers the health, safety, and wellness, or promotes hatred or prejudice 

towards others is prohibited. This also includes fighting and/or other disruptive behavior, which includes 

any action or threat of action which endangers the peace, safety, or orderly function of the college, its 

facilities, sponsored events on or off-campus, or individuals engaged in any approved activity.  

 

STUDENT GRIEVANCE POLICY: 

This section copied directly from the student handbook, pgs. 34-35.  A complete copy of the Code of 

Student Rights and Responsibilities is available on www.ivytech.edu.    

V. Miscellaneous Judicial Procedure Information 
A. Advisors 
A person charged, a victim, or anyone providing testimony is entitled, at his/her expense, to be 

accompanied by an advisor or support person of his/her choice. An advisor or support person is 

limited to the role of advising. The advisor or support person may not participate in the 

proceeding, may not question witnesses, and may not make any statements during the 

proceeding. 

 

A student with a disability affecting communication or a student who cannot effectively 

communicate in the English language may seek a reasonable accommodation from the Vice 

Chancellor for Student Affairs to allow an advisor or interpreter to present or translate the 

proceedings. 

 

B. Student Appeal of a Grade 
When a student believes the final grade he/she received in a course is inaccurate, he/she should 

make an appointment with the instructor who issued the grade or status and explain the reason 

for this belief. This process must be initiated within 30 calendar days of receiving the grade. The 

instructor and the student should make every effort to resolve the issue. It is expected that most 

if not all misunderstandings will be resolved at this level. 

 
If the grade or status issue is not resolved the student can appeal in writing to the instructor’s 

supervisor. This individual may be the department chairperson or program chairperson. Once 

the student has appealed the grade or status with the chairperson, if the issue is not resolved to 

the student’s satisfaction the student may appeal the department chairperson, next higher chairperson or 

whoever is next in line. 

 

The student’s next recourse is to appeal to the regional chief academic officer. The student must 

notify the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs of his/her intent to appeal the grade. An 

http://www.ivytech.edu/
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appeals committee will be formed by the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, consisting of a 

faculty member from the program or from the school in which the program is housed, a faculty 

member from another school, the regional Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs or designee, the 

regional Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, and an optional fifth person, possibly staff. The 

appeals committee’s decision will be forwarded to the student. Students not satisfied with the 

committee’s decision may make a final appeal to the regional Chancellor. 

 

C. Student Complaint Process 
General Complaint 

When a student believes he/she has a legitimate general complaint against the college, faculty, or 

staff, he/she should make an appointment with that individual to discuss the matter. This process 

must be initiated within fourteen (14) calendar days of the incident. The student and the college, 

faculty, or staff should make every effort to resolve this issue. It is expected that most, if not all, 

misunderstandings are resolved at this level. 

 

If the issue is not resolved the student can express his/her complaint in writing to the individual’s 

supervisor. Once the student has submitted his/her complaint in writing with the individual’s 

supervisor, if the issue is not resolved to the student’s satisfaction the student may submit his/her 

complaint, in writing, to the Office Vice Chancellor for Students Affairs. 

 

The Office of the Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs will attempt to resolve the complaint or 

determine a course of action, if appropriate. If the student disagrees with the outcome of his/her 

complaint, then he/she may submit his/her complaint in writing to the Office of the Chancellor. 

The Office of the Chancellor will review and attempt to resolve the complaint and determine the 

next course of action. Any decision or action deemed appropriate by the Chancellor is final. 

 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS 

Title: The Cosmic Perspective 

Author:  Jeffrey Bennett, Megan Donahue, Nicholas Schneider, and Mark Voit 

Edition: 7th Edition 

Publisher: Pearson Addison-Wesley  

ISBN -13: 9780321938992 

 

 

REGISTERING WITH MASTERING ASTRONOMY: 
 

An access code for students is packaged with your textbook package to register with Mastering 

Astronomy.  If you do not have an access code, you can purchase one as part of the registration process. In 

order to register go to the website “masteringastronomy.com” and click on the student registration button. 

After that you’ll be prompted for the access code that came with your book, and the course ID. The course 

ID for Spring semester 2014 will be cutright52763. 

 

 

HOW TO OBTAIN YOUR TEXTBOOK 

All books and materials, unless otherwise noted, can be purchased from the Ivy Tech online 

bookstore.  To order the texts required for this class or any other on-line course, go to 

http://www.ivytech.bkstr.com.  You can order all books and all materials for all courses from this site – 

regardless of whether you are taking the courses on campus or at a distance.  Please note that you will 

http://www.ivytech.bkstr.com/
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need a copy of your course schedule to accurately order your books and materials. You may print a copy 

of your course schedule from Campus Connect at http://cc.ivytech.edu. 

Students who live in Indiana and surrounding states will normally receive their book order within one day 

from the time the book is shipped from the warehouse.  Paying for overnight shipping on textbook orders 

from the bookstore is normally not a good use of your money as it does not ensure overnight processing of 

your order – it only ensures that once the book order has been processed, it will be shipped out overnight.  

SPECIAL TECHNOLOGY NEEDS 

Because this is a web-based course, it is expected that all students who enroll in the course have Internet 

access and a basic understanding of computer use (e.g., using e-mail, sending attachments via e-mail, 

using web browsers, using word processing software such as Microsoft Word).   

 

Please visit the Distance Learning Web site at: http://www.ivytech.edu/distance/what-do-i-need.html for 

more information related to technology requirements for online courses. Check with the nearest campus 

bookstore for educational pricing if additional software is required for this course.   

 

COMPUTER DOWNLOADS 

Please visit the Click for Help tab for information about computer downloads.  This link provides you 

with important computer information, including security software, viewer software for users without 

Microsoft products, adobe reader, flash player, java, and more.   

http://www.ivytech.edu/helpdesk/tech/downloads.html 

  

 

 

 

 

COMMUNICATIONS – EMAIL:   

 

All students must use the email function of the course for course-related communications. Students can 

send email from within the course in Blackboard, but will not receive responses inside the course. All 

emails are received in the Campus Connect email system. Students can also use the Campus Connect 

email system to send email. 

To access email from within the course: 

1. Log into Blackboard & enter the course. 

2. Click on ‘Communication & Tools’, then send email. 

3. Please DO NOT use the MESSAGES feature inside Communication & Tools.  

4. Select “All Instructor Users” to email the instructor.  

5. To send an email to another member of the class, choose Select Users and choose the name(s) 

from the list. Use the right-facing arrow to move the person into the “recipient” box. 

To access Campus Connect, go to: http://cc.ivytech.edu.   

 

 

 

http://cc.ivytech.edu/
http://www.ivytech.edu/distance/what-do-i-need.html
http://www.ivytech.edu/helpdesk/tech/downloads.html
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcc.ivytech.edu%2Fcp%2Fhome%2Floginf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFru5aFmSbQ00Sa-DfpT4kIn5i4dg
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Remember, the Course Calendar is a good way to stay on top of course due dates. Refer to it often. All 

work must be submitted by the date and time posted in the course calendar.  All times given in this course 

are Eastern Standard Time.  

 

 

AM I REQURED TO COME TO CAMPUS FOR THIS COURSE? 

Yes, you are required to go to a convenient Ivy Tech campus or other acceptable testing site for your mid-

term and your final tests. 

 

OPTIONAL CAMPUS SUPPORT  

You are welcome to use the services and equipment available at the Ivy Tech Campus most convenient to 

you. Services include academic advising, equipment, libraries, and tutoring. Please locate the Ivy Tech 

campus most convenient to you at http://ivytech.edu/campuses/   

 

VIRTUAL LIBRARY 

The Ivy Tech Virtual Library is available to students on- and off-campus, offering full text journals, 

books, and other resources essential for course assignments.  The Virtual Library can be accessed from the 

“Virtual Library” tab in Blackboard or from the “Library” tab in Campus Connect. 

 

METHOD(S) OF INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 

This is an online distance-learning course. Each week’s assignments and readings are displayed on the 

Course Calendar, accessed from the “Syllabus” menu button on Blackboard. It takes a great deal of 

discipline, self-motivation and effective time management skills to successfully complete an online 

course. Many students find it helpful to set aside specific times each week to work on course assignments. 

  

INSTRUCTOR COMMITMENT   
Ivy Tech Community College instructors are committed to responding to students within 1.5 business 

days.  

 

 

 

GRADES  

All grades will be maintained in Blackboard’s online grade book. Students are responsible to track their 

progress by referring to the online grade book. 

 

MAKE-UP POLICY  

If you have a SERIOUS problem that can be documented/verified and that keeps you from submitting a 

paper or test on time, please contact your professor immediately. The professor will determine if the 

seriousness of your problem warrants an exception to the late assignment rule. Late assignments will be 

assigned a grade of “0” unless you have received prior approval from the Professor. There are No make-

ups for discussion boards.  

  

http://ivytech.edu/campuses/
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If, however, you have planned events (vacation, wedding, birth of a child, surgery, etc.), you can work 

ahead on assignments with prior approval of the professor.  In all cases, communication with the professor 

in advance is desired, whenever possible.)  

 

You are responsible for timely assignment submission. Should your personal computer system or network 

go down, you must still turn in your work in a timely manner. Don’t wait until the last minute. Plan ahead 

by seeking alternative means for submitting your work before you need to. Local libraries and all Ivy Tech 

Community College campuses can serve as alternative resources. Contact your campus or other public lab 

for schedules and Internet availability. Not having access to the required software on your home or work 

computer is NOT a legitimate excuse for turning in homework late. 

 

LAST DAY TO WITHDRAW 

If you wish to withdraw from this course, you are responsible for completing an official withdrawal form 

with the registrar. The last day to withdraw from this course is 4/12/2014. 

 

 

RIGHT OF REVISION 

The college reserves the right to change any statements, policies or scheduling as necessary. Students will 

be informed promptly of any and all changes. 

 

 

 

METHOD(S) OF EVALUATION 

 

TEST REQUIREMENTS: 

You must have a proctor for your two exams.  In your online course, you will find the proctor information 

within Session 1.  Follow the information there and make sure to email your teacher the needed proctor 

information.  Failure to provide this information will cause you to not be able to take the midterm and 

final exams causing you to receive a zero. 

 

I have very strong feelings against cheating of any kind.  If it is brought to my attention, and proof given 

of unethical behavior, all students involved will receive a failing grade for this class with the possibility of 

being withdrawn from their program or expelled from the institution. 

 

PROCTORING INFORMATION 

It is the student’s responsibility to determine the proctoring procedures at a convenient campus, to arrange for 

the services of the qualified proctor provided by the campus, and to provide that information to the faculty 

teaching the course. If the proctoring center at that campus does not own and cannot provide the software or 

special tools required by the assessment, the student is responsible for locating a proctoring center with the 

required software/tools. A list of approved Ivy Tech exam sites may be found at 

http://www.ivytech.edu/distance/testing-centers.html.  

 

Taking Quizzes: 

 

Chapter Quizzes will be taken online within the class sessions.  Please find the chapter quizzes in each 

class session with in Blackboard. See the course calendar for due dates. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ivytech.edu/distance/testing-centers.html
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Assignments: 

 

The assignments will be submitted within the class sessions they are due.  See the course calendar for due 

dates. 

 

 

Online Labs: 

 

You must complete four online labs which are found in their corresponding Class Sessions. They will be 

submitted within the Class Session they are due.  See the course calendar for due dates. 

 

 

Discussion Board Question: 

 

The five Discussion Board questions must be answered on Blackboard.  You must post an initial posting 

by Wednesday of each session the Discussion Boards are due and then you must reply to 2 initial posts 

from other students by Sunday.  That is a total of 3 postings for each Discussion Board. 

 

Midterm and Final Exams: 

GRADING PROCESS AND SCALE: 

The following percent scale will be used to derive the final course grade: 

 

          Midterm Exam                                 15% 

          Final Exam                                                              15% 

          Discussion Boards                                             5% 

          Labs                                                                         20% 

          Chapter Quizzes                                                      15%                            

          Assignments                                                            30% 

                                                                                         100% Total  

 

*NO make-up or extra credit will be available at any time during the course. 

The point grading scale for this course is as follows: 

        90% - 100% = A          70% -   79% = C         below  60% = F 

        80% -   89%  = B        60% -   69% = D 

 

 

 

 
                                                           DROP/REFUND DATES 
 

    16 Week Classes                    12-15 Week Classes                  10 Week Classes                  8 Week 

Classes                   

    1st – 10th day: 100%               1st – 8th day 100%                     1st – 6th day 100%                1st – 4th day 

100%                 

                                                4-7 Week Classes                    Less than 4 Weeks 

                                                  1st – 2nd day 100%                    1st day 100% 
 

 Please Note: There are NO REFUNDS AFTER THE 100% REFUND PERIOD!!!  
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